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OBADIAH: THE JUSTICE & MERCY OF GOD

BACKGROUND

Shortest book of the Hebrew Bible
Obadiah cited as author, 1:1

A unique prophecy, in that it focuses on Edom,
rather than on Israel

Focuses on God’s judgment on Edom for
mistreating Israel, and concludes with God’s
mercy on Israel.
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BACKGROUND

The timing seems to 1 Kings 8:20 In his days Edom
revolted from under the hand of

coincide with the events Judah, and made a king over

of roughly 840 BC, themselves.

recorded in 2 Kings 21 Then Joram crossed over to

8:20-22 Zair, and all his ch_ariots with him.
. And he arose by night and struck

the Edomites who had surrounded

The pé.a rallel passage, 2 him and the captains of the

Chronicles 21:8-11 chariots; but his army fled to their

adds: tents.

11 Moreover, he made high 22 So Edom revolted against

places in the mountains of Judah, Judah to this day...

and caused the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to play the harlot and
led Judah astray.



OBADIAH:

1-16 Justice to Edom:
Judgment

1-2 Judgment pronounced
3-9 For pride against Israel

10-16 For violence against
Israel

17-21 Mercy to Israel:
Exaltation
17-18 As fire
19-20 As possessors
21 As judges
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OBADIAH 1-16 JUSTICE TO EDOM: JUDGMENT

1-2 JUDGMENT PRONOUNCED

Ob 1 The vision of
Obadianh.

Thus says the Lord God
concerning Edom— We
have heard a report from
the Lord, And an envoy
has been sent among the
nations saying, “Arise and
let us go against her for
battle”—

2 “Behold, | will make
you small among the
nations; You are greatly
despised.
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3-9 FOR PRIDE AGAINST ISRAEL

3 “The arrogance of . M3V INWN 2% 1T
your heart has deceived InaY DN y2p"Man2
you, You who live in the y'm DTN M ub: INN

clefts of the rock, In the
loftiness of your dwelling

place, Who say in your . "DN) P22 M2AN"DN
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4  “Though you build
high like the eagle,
Though you set your nest
among the stars, From
there | will bring you
down,” declares the Lord.
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10-16 FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST ISRAEL

10 “Because of violence to your
brother Jacob, You will be covered

with shame, And you will be cut
off forever.

11 “On the day that you stood
aloof, On the day that strangers
carried off his wealth, And
foreigners entered his gate And
cast lots for Jerusalem— You too
were as one of them.

12 “Do not gloat over your
brother’s day, The day of his
misfortune. And do not rejoice
over the sons of Judah In the day
of their destruction; Yes, do not

boast In the day of their distress..
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(v. 11 uses a gal perfect, vv. 12-13
uses gal imperfect)
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10-16 FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST ISRAEL

15 “For the day of the
Lord draws near on all
the nations. As you have
done, it will be done to
you. Your dealings will
return on your own
head.

s TN DY 21)R3
YK DNANDI DY
1701 712 Ny nowy
-lYK12 23N



OBADIAH 17-21 MERCY TO ISRAEL: EXALTATION

17 “But on Mount Zion
there will be those who
escape, And it will be holy.
And the house of Jacob will
POssess their possessions.

18 “Then the house of
Jacob will be a fire And the
house of Joseph a flame;
But the house of Esau will
be as stubble. And they will
set them on fire and
consume them, So that
there will be no survivor of
the house of Esau,”

17-18 AS FIRE

7 . TID129 NMINA Y 1NN
apy na wnn_ vrr,? ﬂﬁ\
n-mmm nN

10 YR APy N oM
vy N1 nany qu n’:n
mb:m n-ln wb'n Py

13 nu,y nub 'rnw INYR)
1:1 ﬂ]ﬂ’f |



OBADIAH 17-21 MERCY TO ISRAEL: EXALTATION

19 Then those of the Negev
will possess the mountain of
Esau, And those of the
Shephelah the Philistine plain;
Also, possess the territory of
Ephraim and the territory of
Samaria, And Benjamin will
possess Gilead.

20 And the exiles of this host
of the sons of Israel, Who are
among the Canaanites as far
as Zarephath, And the exiles of
Jerusalem who are in
Sepharad Will possess the
cities of the Negev.

19-20 AS POSSESSORS
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21 AS JUDGES
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Esau, And the kingdom
will be the Lord’s.
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IMPLICATIONS

The prophesied judgment Malachi 1:2  “I have loved you,” says

: the Lord. But you say, “How have You
on Edom was to be fulfilled loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s

at the day of the Lord (Ob brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet | have
15) loved Jacob;

iy : 3 but | have hated Esau, and | have
‘Malachi 1:1-5 describes the made his mountains a desolation and
judgment as still yet future, appointed his inheritance for the
using the qgal imperfect in v. JZ‘Cka'i r:)f thﬁ ‘é’é‘demess- IV

: oug om says, “We have

3 (D’?M to make or place). been beaten down, but we will return
Observe a noteworthy and build up the ruins”; thus says the

: : : J¢5 Lord of hosts, “They may build, but | will
theological _|mpllcat|on. "y tear down; and men will call them the
Compare with Romans 9:13: wicked territory, and the people toward

whom the Lord is indignant forever.”

_ 'y i 5 Your eyes will see this and you
Romans 9:13 Just as it is written, will say, “The Lord be magnified beyond

“Jacob | |0ved, but Esau | hated.” the border of Israel!”
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IMPLICATIONS

God will keep His promises both to curse those that
curse God’s covenant people and to make His covenant

people into a mighty nation.

Genesis 12:2 And | will make you a great nation, And | will bless you, And
make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And | will bless those
who bless you, And the one who curses you | will curse. And in you all the
families of the earth will be blessed.”

There is coming a day of the Lord in which all His
promises for justice and mercy will be finally fulfilled.

This was a warning for God’s enemies, and a comfort to His
people.



SO...DON'T DO THIS...
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INSTEAD...DO THIS
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