
The Book of Obadiah 
The Justice & Mercy of God 



 Shortest book of the Hebrew Bible 
 Obadiah cited as author, 1:1 
 A unique prophecy, in that it focuses on Edom, 

rather than on Israel 
 Focuses on God’s judgment on Edom for 

mistreating Israel, and concludes with God’s 
mercy on Israel. 



  Edom was a name for 
Esau 

  Genesis 25: 30  and Esau said 
to Jacob, “Please let me 
have a swallow of that red 
stuff there, for I am 
famished.” Therefore his 
name was called Edom.  

  Edom settled south of 
Israel  



  The timing seems to 
coincide with the events 
of roughly 840 BC, 
recorded in  2 Kings 
8:20-22 

  The parallel passage, 2 
Chronicles 21:8-11 
adds:  

  11  Moreover, he made high 
places in the mountains of Judah, 
and caused the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to play the harlot and 
led Judah astray.  

  1 Kings 8:20  In his days Edom 
revolted from under the hand of 
Judah, and made a king over 
themselves.  

  21  Then Joram crossed over to 
Zair, and all his chariots with him. 
And he arose by night and struck 
the Edomites who had surrounded 
him and the captains of the 
chariots; but his army fled to their 
tents.  

  22  So Edom revolted against 
Judah to this day… 



  1-16 Justice to Edom: 
Judgment 
  1-2 Judgment pronounced 
  3-9 For pride against Israel 
  10-16 For violence against 

Israel 
  17-21 Mercy to Israel: 

Exaltation 
  17-18 As fire 
  19-20 As possessors 
  21 As judges 



  Ob 1  The vision of 
Obadiah.  

  Thus says the Lord God 
concerning Edom— We 
have heard a report from 
the Lord, And an envoy 
has been sent among the 
nations saying, “Arise and 
let us go against her for 
battle”—  

  2  “Behold, I will make 
you small among the 
nations; You are greatly 
despised.  

  Ob 1  כֹּֽה־אָמרַ֩ עבֹֽדְַיָ֑ה חזֲוֹ֖ן  
שְׁמוּעָ֨ה לֶאדֱוֹ֗ם יְהוִ֜ה אדֲֹנָ֨י  

וצְִיר֙ יְהוָה֙ מֵאתֵ֤ שָׁמַ֜ענְוּ  
ונְָקוּ֥מָה קוּ֛מוּ שׁלָֻּ֔ח בּגַּוֹיםִ֣  

לַמּלְִחָמָֽה׃ עלֶָ֖יהָ  

  בּגַּוֹיםִ֑ נתְתִַּ֖יָ קָטןֹ֛ הנִֵּ֥ה  2  
מְאדֹֽ׃ אתַָּ֖ה בּזָוּ֥י  



  3  “The arrogance of 
your heart has deceived 
you, You who live in the 
clefts of the rock, In the 
loftiness of your dwelling 
place, Who say in your 
heart, ‘Who will bring me 
down to earth?’  

  4  “Though you build 
high like the eagle, 
Though you set your nest 
among the stars, From 
there I will bring you 
down,” declares the Lord.  

  שֹׁכנְִ֥י הִשִּׁיאֶָ֔ לבְִָּ֙ זדְוֹ֤ן  3  
שׁבִתְּוֹ֑ מרְוֹ֣ם בְחגַוְֵי־סּלֶַ֖ע  

ארֶָֽץ׃ יוֹרִדֵנִ֖י מִ֥י בּלְבִּוֹ֔ אֹמרֵ֣  

  וְאםִ־ כּנֶַּ֔שׁרֶ אםִ־תּגַבְִּ֣יהַּ  4
מִשּׁםָ֥ קִנֶָּ֑ שִׂ֣ים כּוֹֽכבִָ֖ים בֵּ֥ין  

נְאםֻ־יְהוָֽה׃ אוֹרִֽידְָ֖  



  10  “Because of violence to your 
brother Jacob, You will be covered 
with shame, And you will be cut 
off forever.  

  11  “On the day that you stood 
aloof, On the day that strangers 
carried off his wealth, And 
foreigners entered his gate And 
cast lots for Jerusalem— You too 
were as one of them.  

  12  “Do not gloat over your 
brother’s day, The day of his 
misfortune. And do not rejoice 
over the sons of Judah In the day 
of their destruction; Yes, do not 
boast In the day of their distress.. 

  10       תּכְסְַָּ֣ יעֲַקֹ֖ב אחִָ֥יָ מחֵמֲסַ֛  
לעְוֹלםָֽ׃ וְנכִרְַתָּ֖ בוּשׁהָ֑  

  11       שְׁבוֹ֥ת בְּיוֹ֛ם מִנֶּ֔גֶד עמֲָֽדְָ֣ בְּיוֹם֙  
ועְַל־ שׁעְרָָ֯ו֗ בָּ֣אוּ וְנכָרְִ֞ים חֵילוֹ֑ זרִָ֖ים

כְּאחַַ֥ד גּםַ־אתַּהָ֖ גוֹרָ֔ל יַדּוּ֣ ירְוּשָׁלםִַ֙֙  
 מהֵםֶֽ׃

  12       בְּיוֹ֣ם בְיוֹם־אחִָ֙יָ֙ וְאַל־תּרֵֶ֤א  
בְּיוֹ֣ם לִבְנֵֽי־יהְוּדָה֖ וְאַל־תִּשׂמְחַ֥ נכָרְוֹ֔  

צרָָהֽ׃ בְּיוֹ֥ם פִּ֖יָ וְאַל־תַּגְדֵּ֥ל אָבְדָם֑  

  (v. 11 uses a qal perfect, vv. 12-13 
uses qal imperfect) 



  15  “For the day of the 
Lord draws near on all 
the nations. As you have 
done, it will be done to 
you. Your dealings will 
return on your own 
head.  

  יוֹם־יְהוָ֖ה כִּֽי־קָרוֹ֥ב  15  
כַּאֲשׁרֶ֤ עלַ־כּלָ־הגַּוֹיםִ֑  

גְּמלְָֻ֖ לְָּ֔ יֵעָ֣שֶׂה עָשִׂ֙יתָ֙  
בּרְֹאשֶָֽׁ׃ יָשׁוּ֥ב  



  17  “But on Mount Zion 
there will be those who 
escape, And it will be holy. 
And the house of Jacob will 
possess their possessions.  

  18  “Then the house of 
Jacob will be a fire And the 
house of Joseph a flame; 
But the house of Esau will 
be as stubble. And they will 
set them on fire and 
consume them, So that 
there will be no survivor of 
the house of Esau,” 

  פלְֵיטָ֖ה תִּהְיֶ֥ה צִיּוֹ֛ן וּבְהרַ֥  17  
יַֽעֲקֹב֔ בֵּ֣ית וְירְָֽשׁוּ֙ קֹדֶ֑שׁ וְהָ֣יָה  

מוֹרָֽשֵׁיהםֶ׃ אתֵ֖  

  אֵ֜שׁ בֵית־יַעֲקֹב֨ וְהָיָה֩  18  
עֵשׂוָ֙ וּבֵ֤ית לֶהבָָ֗ה יוֹסֵ֣ף וּבֵ֧ית  

וַאֲכלָוּ֑ם בָהםֶ֖ ודְָלְקוּ֥ לְקַ֔שׁ  
כִּ֥י עֵשׂוָ֔ לבְֵ֣ית שׂרִָיד֙ ולְֹֽא־יִֽהְיֶ֤ה  

דּבִּרֵֽ׃ יְהוָ֖ה  



  19  Then those of the Negev 
will possess the mountain of 
Esau, And those of the 
Shephelah the Philistine plain; 
Also, possess the territory of 
Ephraim and the territory of 
Samaria, And Benjamin will 
possess Gilead.  

  20  And the exiles of this host 
of the sons of Israel, Who are 
among the Canaanites as far 
as Zarephath, And the exiles of 
Jerusalem who are in 
Sepharad Will possess the 
cities of the Negev.  

  עֵשׂוָ֗ אתֶ־הרַ֣ הנַּגֶ֜בֶ וְירְָשׁוּ֨  19  
וְירְָשׁוּ֙ אתֶ־פּלְִשׁתְִּ֔ים וְהַשּׁפְלֵָה֙  

שׂדְֵ֣ה וְאתֵ֖ אפֶרְַ֔יםִ אתֶ־שׂדְֵ֣ה  
אתֶ־הגַּלְִעדָֽ׃ וּבנְִיָמןִ֖ שֹׁמרְוֹ֑ן  

  לבִנְֵ֨י הַֽחלֵ־הזֶַּ֠ה וגְלָתֻ֣  20  
עדַ־צרְָ֣פתַ֔ אֲשׁרֶֽ־כּנְַענֲִים֙ יִשׂרְָאלֵ֤  
ירְִֽשׁוּ֕ בּסִפְרַָד֑ אֲשׁרֶ֣ ירְוּשׁלָםִַ֖ וגְלָתֻ֥  

הנַּגֶֽבֶ ערֵָ֥י אתֵ֖  



  21  The deliverers will 
ascend Mount Zion To 
judge the mountain of 
Esau, And the kingdom 
will be the Lord’s.  

  בְּהרַ֣ מוֹֽשִׁעִים֙ וְעלָוּ֤  21  
עֵשׂוָ֑ אתֶ־הרַ֣ לִשׁפְּטֹ֖ צִיּוֹ֔ן  

הַמּלְוּכָֽה׃ לַֽיהוָ֖ה וְהָיתְָ֥ה  



  The prophesied judgment 
on Edom was to be fulfilled 
at the day of the Lord (Ob 
15) 

   Malachi 1:1-5 describes the 
judgment as still yet future, 
using the qal imperfect in v. 
 .(to make or place וָאָשִׂ֤ים) 3

  Observe a noteworthy 
theological implication: 
Compare with Romans 9:13: 

  Romans 9:13  Just as it is written, 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

  Malachi 1:2  “I have loved you,” says 
the Lord. But you say, “How have You 
loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have 
loved Jacob;  

  3  but I have hated Esau, and I have 
made his mountains a desolation and 
appointed his inheritance for the 
jackals of the wilderness.”  

  4  Though Edom says, “We have 
been beaten down, but we will return 
and build up the ruins”; thus says the 
Lord of hosts, “They may build, but I will 
tear down; and men will call them the 
wicked territory, and the people toward 
whom the Lord is indignant forever.”  

  5  Your eyes will see this and you 
will say, “The Lord be magnified beyond 
the border of Israel!” 



  God will keep His promises both to curse those that 
curse God’s covenant people and to make His covenant 
people into a mighty nation.  
  Genesis 12:2  And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And 

make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those 
who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.” 

  There is coming a day of the Lord in which all His 
promises for justice and mercy will be finally fulfilled. 
  This was a warning for God’s enemies, and a comfort to His 

people. 








