
The Book of Obadiah 
The Justice & Mercy of God 



 Shortest book of the Hebrew Bible 
 Obadiah cited as author, 1:1 
 A unique prophecy, in that it focuses on Edom, 

rather than on Israel 
 Focuses on God’s judgment on Edom for 

mistreating Israel, and concludes with God’s 
mercy on Israel. 



  Edom was a name for 
Esau 

  Genesis 25: 30  and Esau said 
to Jacob, “Please let me 
have a swallow of that red 
stuff there, for I am 
famished.” Therefore his 
name was called Edom.  

  Edom settled south of 
Israel  



  The timing seems to 
coincide with the events 
of roughly 840 BC, 
recorded in  2 Kings 
8:20-22 

  The parallel passage, 2 
Chronicles 21:8-11 
adds:  

  11  Moreover, he made high 
places in the mountains of Judah, 
and caused the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to play the harlot and 
led Judah astray.  

  1 Kings 8:20  In his days Edom 
revolted from under the hand of 
Judah, and made a king over 
themselves.  

  21  Then Joram crossed over to 
Zair, and all his chariots with him. 
And he arose by night and struck 
the Edomites who had surrounded 
him and the captains of the 
chariots; but his army fled to their 
tents.  

  22  So Edom revolted against 
Judah to this day… 



  1-16 Justice to Edom: 
Judgment 
  1-2 Judgment pronounced 
  3-9 For pride against Israel 
  10-16 For violence against 

Israel 
  17-21 Mercy to Israel: 

Exaltation 
  17-18 As fire 
  19-20 As possessors 
  21 As judges 



  Ob 1  The vision of 
Obadiah.  

  Thus says the Lord God 
concerning Edom— We 
have heard a report from 
the Lord, And an envoy 
has been sent among the 
nations saying, “Arise and 
let us go against her for 
battle”—  

  2  “Behold, I will make 
you small among the 
nations; You are greatly 
despised.  

  Ob 1  ּכֹֽה־אָמַר֩ עֹֽבְַדיָ֑ה חֲזֹ֖ון  
ׁשְמּועָ֨ה לֶאֱדֹ֗ום יְהוִ֜ה אֲֹדנָ֨י  

וְצִיר֙ יְהוָה֙ מֵאֵ֤ת ׁשָמַ֜עְנּו  
וְנָקּ֥ומָה קּ֛ומּו ׁשֻּלָ֔ח ּבַּגֹויִ֣ם  

לַּמִלְחָמָֽה׃ עָלֶ֖יהָ  

  ּבַּגֹויִ֑ם נְתַּתִ֖יָ ָקטֹ֛ן הִּנֵ֥ה  2  
מְאֹֽד׃ אַּתָ֖ה ּבָזּ֥וי  



  3  “The arrogance of 
your heart has deceived 
you, You who live in the 
clefts of the rock, In the 
loftiness of your dwelling 
place, Who say in your 
heart, ‘Who will bring me 
down to earth?’  

  4  “Though you build 
high like the eagle, 
Though you set your nest 
among the stars, From 
there I will bring you 
down,” declares the Lord.  

  ׁשֹכְנִ֥י הִּׁשִיאֶָ֔ לִּבְָ֙ זְדֹ֤ון  3  
ׁשִבְּתֹ֑ו מְרֹ֣ום בְחַגְוֵי־ּסֶ֖לַע  

אֶָֽרץ׃ יֹוִרֵד֖נִי מִ֥י ּבְלִּבֹ֔ו אֹמֵ֣ר  

  וְאִם־ ּכַּנֶׁ֔שֶר אִם־ּתַגְּבִ֣יּהַ  4
מִּׁשָ֥ם ִקּנֶָ֑ ׂשִ֣ים ּכֹֽוכָבִ֖ים ּבֵ֥ין  

נְאֻם־יְהוָֽה׃ אֹוִרֽיְדָ֖  



  10  “Because of violence to your 
brother Jacob, You will be covered 
with shame, And you will be cut 
off forever.  

  11  “On the day that you stood 
aloof, On the day that strangers 
carried off his wealth, And 
foreigners entered his gate And 
cast lots for Jerusalem— You too 
were as one of them.  

  12  “Do not gloat over your 
brother’s day, The day of his 
misfortune. And do not rejoice 
over the sons of Judah In the day 
of their destruction; Yes, do not 
boast In the day of their distress.. 

  10       ּתְכַּסְָ֣ יַעֲֹק֖ב אָחִ֥יָ מֵחֲמַ֛ס  
לְעֹולָֽם׃ וְנִכְַרּ֖תָ בּוׁשָ֑ה  

  11       ׁשְבֹ֥ות ּבְיֹ֛ום מִּנֶ֔גֶד עֲמְָֽדָ֣ ּבְיֹום֙  
וְעַל־ ׁשְעָָ֯ר֗ו ּבָ֣אּו וְנָכְִר֞ים חֵילֹ֑ו זִָר֖ים

ּכְאַחַ֥ד ּגַם־אַּתָ֖ה גֹוָר֔ל יַּדּ֣ו יְרּוׁשָלִַ֙ם֙  
 מֵהֶֽם׃

  12       ּבְיֹ֣ום בְיֹום־אָחִ֙יָ֙ וְאַל־ּתֵֶ֤רא  
ּבְיֹ֣ום לִבְנֵֽי־יְהּוָד֖ה וְאַל־ּתִׂשְמַ֥ח נָכְרֹ֔ו  

צָָרֽה׃ ּבְיֹ֥ום ּפִ֖יָ וְאַל־ּתַגְּדֵ֥ל אָבְָד֑ם  

  (v. 11 uses a qal perfect, vv. 12-13 
uses qal imperfect) 



  15  “For the day of the 
Lord draws near on all 
the nations. As you have 
done, it will be done to 
you. Your dealings will 
return on your own 
head.  

  יֹום־יְהוָ֖ה ּכִֽי־ָקרֹ֥וב  15  
ּכַאֲׁשֶ֤ר עַל־ּכָל־הַּגֹויִ֑ם  

ּגְמֻלְָ֖ ּלְָ֔ יֵעָׂ֣שֶה עָׂשִ֙יתָ֙  
ּבְֹראׁשֶָֽ׃ יָׁשּ֥וב  



  17  “But on Mount Zion 
there will be those who 
escape, And it will be holy. 
And the house of Jacob will 
possess their possessions.  

  18  “Then the house of 
Jacob will be a fire And the 
house of Joseph a flame; 
But the house of Esau will 
be as stubble. And they will 
set them on fire and 
consume them, So that 
there will be no survivor of 
the house of Esau,” 

  פְלֵיטָ֖ה ּתִהְיֶ֥ה צִּיֹ֛ון ּובְהַ֥ר  17  
יַֽעֲֹק֔ב ּבֵ֣ית וְיְָֽרׁשּו֙ ֹקֶ֑דׁש וְהָ֣יָה  

מֹוָרֽׁשֵיהֶם׃ אֵ֖ת  

  אֵׁ֜ש בֵית־יַעֲֹק֨ב וְהָיָה֩  18  
עֵׂשָו֙ ּובֵ֤ית לֶהָבָ֗ה יֹוסֵ֣ף ּובֵ֧ית  

וַאֲכָלּ֑ום בָהֶ֖ם וְָדלְקּ֥ו לְַקׁ֔ש  
ּכִ֥י עֵׂשָ֔ו לְבֵ֣ית ׂשִָריד֙ וְֹלֽא־יִֽהְיֶ֤ה  

ּדִּבֵֽר׃ יְהוָ֖ה  



  19  Then those of the Negev 
will possess the mountain of 
Esau, And those of the 
Shephelah the Philistine plain; 
Also, possess the territory of 
Ephraim and the territory of 
Samaria, And Benjamin will 
possess Gilead.  

  20  And the exiles of this host 
of the sons of Israel, Who are 
among the Canaanites as far 
as Zarephath, And the exiles of 
Jerusalem who are in 
Sepharad Will possess the 
cities of the Negev.  

  עֵׂשָ֗ו אֶת־הַ֣ר הַּנֶ֜גֶב וְיְָרׁשּ֨ו  19  
וְיְָרׁשּו֙ אֶת־ּפְלִׁשְּתִ֔ים וְהַּׁשְפֵלָה֙  

ׂשְֵד֣ה וְאֵ֖ת אֶפְַר֔יִם אֶת־ׂשְֵד֣ה  
אֶת־הַּגִלְעָֽד׃ ּובִנְיָמִ֖ן ׁשֹמְרֹ֑ון  

  לִבְנֵ֨י הַֽחֵל־הַּ֠זֶה וְגָלֻ֣ת  20  
עַד־צְָ֣רפַ֔ת אֲׁשֶֽר־ּכְנַעֲנִים֙ יִׂשְָראֵ֤ל  
יְִֽרׁשּ֕ו ּבִסְפַָר֑ד אֲׁשֶ֣ר יְרּוׁשָלִַ֖ם וְגָלֻ֥ת  

הַּנֶֽגֶב עֵָר֥י אֵ֖ת  



  21  The deliverers will 
ascend Mount Zion To 
judge the mountain of 
Esau, And the kingdom 
will be the Lord’s.  

  ּבְהַ֣ר מֹֽוׁשִעִים֙ וְעָלּ֤ו  21  
עֵׂשָ֑ו אֶת־הַ֣ר לִׁשְּפֹ֖ט צִּיֹ֔ון  

הַּמְלּוכָֽה׃ לַֽיהוָ֖ה וְהָיְתָ֥ה  



  The prophesied judgment 
on Edom was to be fulfilled 
at the day of the Lord (Ob 
15) 

   Malachi 1:1-5 describes the 
judgment as still yet future, 
using the qal imperfect in v. 
 .(to make or place וָאָׂשִ֤ים) 3

  Observe a noteworthy 
theological implication: 
Compare with Romans 9:13: 

  Romans 9:13  Just as it is written, 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

  Malachi 1:2  “I have loved you,” says 
the Lord. But you say, “How have You 
loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have 
loved Jacob;  

  3  but I have hated Esau, and I have 
made his mountains a desolation and 
appointed his inheritance for the 
jackals of the wilderness.”  

  4  Though Edom says, “We have 
been beaten down, but we will return 
and build up the ruins”; thus says the 
Lord of hosts, “They may build, but I will 
tear down; and men will call them the 
wicked territory, and the people toward 
whom the Lord is indignant forever.”  

  5  Your eyes will see this and you 
will say, “The Lord be magnified beyond 
the border of Israel!” 



  God will keep His promises both to curse those that 
curse God’s covenant people and to make His covenant 
people into a mighty nation.  
  Genesis 12:2  And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And 

make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those 
who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.” 

  There is coming a day of the Lord in which all His 
promises for justice and mercy will be finally fulfilled. 
  This was a warning for God’s enemies, and a comfort to His 

people. 








